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Colorectal	 cancer	 in	 one	 of	 the	most	 common	 cancers	worldwide	 responsible	 for	
approximately	 579	 000	 deaths/year	 (8.4%	 of	 all	 cancers	 deaths),	 preceded	 only	 by	





In	 Poland,	 colorectal	 cancer	 accounts	 for	 approximately	 4500	 deaths	 among	men	
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deaths	 are	 accurately	 collected	 and	mortality	 databases	 are	 easily	 available,	 the	 inci-
dence	provides	more	valuable	estimates,	since	it	does	not	depend	on	the	ability	of	the	
health	care	system	to	effectively	cure	the	disease.	
The	Global	Burden	 of	Disease	 2000	project	 showed,	 that	 colorectal	 cancer	 is	 the	
third	most	common	cancer	across	the	world	and	accounts	for	8.9%	of	cancer	cases	(11).	
There	are	more	 than	917	000	new	colorectal	cancers	annually	worldwide,	with	about	
377 000 new cases in Europe, 242 000 in Western Pacific and 160 000 in America. It was 
confirmed that colorectal cancer incidence increases with the level of the development 
in	the	region.	





Cancer of colon and rectum is age-specific. Colorectal cancer incidence rates in Po-
land	rapidly	increase	among	people	after	the	age	of	50	and	stabilize	at	the	age	of	80,	ex-
ceeding	250/100	000/year	for	men	and	150/100	000/year	for	women.	Mortality	rates	are	
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Czech	Republic	 the	change	was	even	 larger,	and	 reached	30%.	 In	Poland	 increase	 in	
M/F	colorectal	cancer	mortality	ratio	was	even	higher	reaching	39%	(from	1,24	to	1,72),	
however,	after	2000	the	decrease	was	observed.	






colorectal cancer mortality is still observed. Up to date it is difficult to estimate whether 
observed trends could be artefactual or whether they reflect growing risk of colorectal 
cancer	across	populations.	The	procedures	related	to	establishing	diagnosis	and	register-
ing cancer cases have improved over time, and being more sensitive may partially influ-
ence observed changes of the rates. On the other hand, growing numbers of the identified 
colorectal	cancer	 risk	 factors	may	be	even	more	plausible.	Genetic	 susceptibility	and	
differences	between	sexes	account	for	the	differences	in	M/F	colorectal	cancer	mortality	
ratio.	These	ambiguities	point	to	the	need	for	the	detailed	studies	in	the	future.
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Although	increasing	trends	in	colorectal	cancer	incidence	and	mortality	are	mostly	
associated	with	 the	known	risk	factors	and	 their	 interactions	with	genetic	susceptibil-
ity,	 the	selection	of	diagnostic	 tools	used	over	 the	past	decades	may	also	have	effect.	






is reflected in the higher incidence rates over this particular time period. 
Colorectal	cancer	may	have	different	origin	and	different	localization	in	the	colon,	
i.e., in caecum, ascendent, transverse, and descendent colon, hepatic or splenic flexures, 
sigmoid	colon	and	rectum.	Over	the	past	30	years	tumours	of	the	right	colon	have	been	
considered more common (12, 13, 14). The interpretation of these findings may be dif-
ficult due to many reasons. First of all, the study samples contained relatively large 
proportion of site unspecified tumours. There is evidence showing that tumours of the 
right	colon	are	over	represented	among	women	in	the	West	Europe	countries	(15).	The	
investigators used different classifications of the left and right sided-tumours, and finally, 
frequency	distributions	presented	for	 the	sub-locations	were	not	age-standardized	and	
not	all	series	were	population	based.
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